
ORDINANCE NO. 2020-15 – FINAL PUBLICATION

 CITY  OF CAMBR IDGE

In the  Yea r Two Thous a nd and Twenty

AN ORD INA NCE

In  amendment t o the Ord inance enti tl ed “Cambrid ge Municipal Code”

Be it  ordained by the Cit y Council  of the Cit y of Cambridge as follows:

That t he Cambridge Cit y Council  amend the Municipal Ordinanc es of the C it y of Cambridge to 

insert a n ew Ch ap ter 8.7 1 , enti tl ed Tenants’ Right s and Resource s  Notifica ti on, to read as 

follows:

Chap ter 8.71 TENANTS ’ RIGH TS  AND RESOURCES  NOTIFICATION

S ec. 8.71.010 P URP OSE

The purpose of this Ordi nance is t o  inform r eside nts of Cambridge of hous ing rights and 

resourc es avail abl e to t he m including rights and resources i f they rec eive an evi cti on 

noti ce and to share in formation and resourc es with l andlords  and managem ent compan ies

to  maintain housing stabil it y for Cambridge tenants .

S ec. 8.71.020 DEF IN IT I ONS

“Applicable laws ” means  all  controlling applicable fede ral, st ate  and local  statutes, regulations, 

ordinances  and admi nist rati ve rules and ord ers tha t have the ef fect of law, a s  well  as all 

appli cable final, non -app ealable judi cial opini ons.

“Entit y” means a  busines s organizati on, or any oth er kind of org anizati on, including wit hout 

li mi tation a corporati on, partnership, trust, l im it ed li abil it y corporati on, li mit ed li abil it y 

partnership, joi nt venture , sole proprietorship, dev elopm ent or project, or  a ny other catego ry of 

organizati on, privat e or p ubli c,  and any empl oye e,  agent, serv ant or other r e presentative of su ch

enti ty.

“Former Hom eowner ” m eans any natu ral person o r group o f natur al person s who, prior to 

foreclosur e of a h ousing accomm odati on, had b ee n the tit le owner or own e rs of such housing 

accomm odati on, or who  has a legal or b enefi cial int erest i n the housing acc omm odati on by 

diss olut ion of marriage, s eparati on ag reemen t, sur vivorship, devise, or inte state successi on, and 

who at t he ti me of for ecl osure actu all y occupied s uch housing accomm odat ion as a resident 

or residents.



“Foreclosi ng Owner” me ans any natur al person or  enti ty t hat hol ds tit le in any capa cit y, 

directl y or indirectl y without  li mitation,  including, whether in i ts own name, as trus tee or as 

b enefici ary, to a housing accomm oda ti on that has been for eclo sed upon and eit her  (1) h eld or 

owned  a mortgage or other s ecurit y int erest i n the housing accomm odati on at  any p oint  prior 

to t he foreclosur e of the housin g accomm odati on, or is t he subsi diary, par ent, t rustee, or ag ent 

t hereo f; or (2) is an inst it uti onal m ortgagee that a cquires  or holds t it le to the housing 

accomm odati on; or (3) is t he F eder al Nati ona l Mortga ge Association o r the Fed er al Home 

Loan  Mortgage Corporati on.

“L andlord” means owne r of reco rd, or lessor o r su b -lessor of an o wner o f r ecord, or any 

other person, project, housing developm ent, or other en ti ty entit led eit her to rece ive rent for 

the us e and occup ancy of any rental unit o r to m aint ain an acti on for possessi on of a rental 

unit , or an agent, rep resentative, su c cessor, or  assi gnee of  an y of the foreg oing.

“L ease non-ren ewal or e xpirat ion ” means a provi sion i n a writ ten rental ag reement fo r a 

housing accomm odati on or r ental unit that the lease will e xpire eit her as of a fix ed date, or at 

t he  electi on of the owner  for the  fail ure of the ten ant t o take c e rtain affirm ati ve acti on.

“Noti ce to  Quit ” means a ny writ ten notice sent by  a landlord or a fore closi ng owner to a ten ant 

or 

former homeo wner o f a r esidential rental unit  or h ousing accomm odati on  seeking t o 

termi nate the tenant’s tenan cy or th e former hom eowne r’s o ccupan cy of such  rental u nit  or  

housing accomm odati on.

“Owner” me ans any pe rs on or enti ty t hat hol ds tit le to one or more d well ing uni ts i n any 

manner including but  not l im ited to a partnership, co rporat ion or trust. For purposes  of this 

ordinance the term “owne r” shall  inclu de one who  man ages, co ntrols, or custom arily acc epts 

rent on behalf o f the owner.

“Property” me ans a p arcel of land along wit h all  f ixt ures, st ructures and im provements

thereupon, locat ed in t he  Cit y of Cambridge, that is assessed and tax ed as a n undivi ded  whole.

“Rental  Unit ” means  a n on -owner -occupie d room  or group of r elated room s withi n a dwell ing 

used or intended fo r use  by one fami ly or househo ld for li ving, sleeping, cooking and eati ng  

that is not  a short term rental  unit  as set forth in Arti cle 4, S ecti on 4.60 of the C ambridge 

Zoning Ordinance.

“Skil led Nursing Facil it y” means a h ealt h facil it y or a dist inct part of a hos pit al t hat provides, 

at a mi nim um, skil led nursing care and supportive c a re to patients whose prim ary medical 

n eed is the avail abi li ty of skil led nursing care o n an exten ded basis . S uch facil it y must 

provide  24-hour inpatient care,  an a cti vit y program, and medi cal, n ursing, dietary, and 

pha r maceuti cal se rvices. Additi onall y, the facil it y must provide effe cti ve ar rangements, 

con firmed  i n writ ing, t hrough which servic es requir ed  by the pati ents but not  regularly 

provided withi n the facil it y can b e obtained prompt ly when  needed.

“T enancy ” means oc cupa ti on or use of a dw ell ing uni t under an expr ess or i mpl ied rental 

agreem ent , including through a lease.



“T enant ” means any p ers on who inhabit s or is enti tl ed to i nhabit  a dwell ing uni t under a rent al

agreem ent , including t hrough  a lease.

S ec. 8.71.030 APP LICA BIL IT Y

The provisi ons of this ordinance shall  apply t o all  R ental Unit s and housing accomm odati ons 

in the City of Cambridge, in whole or in part, at the inception of the tenancy and wh ere a noti ce

to qui t or other  noti ce of leas e nonrenew al or expir ati on has been se rved, or shou ld have been 

s erved,  on t he tenant or fo rmer homeowner of  any such r ental unit  o r housing acc omm odati on 

as of the eff ecti ve date o f this ordinance, but wh ere any  such rental unit  or housi ng 

accomm odati on has n ot yet been va cated or a final orde r of judgm ent  for possession has  not 

e ntered as of th e ef fecti ve  date of thi s ordinanc e. Howeve r, the provisi ons of this ordinance 

shall  no t apply to t he following types of units:

(1)  Rental unit s in any hospital, ski ll ed nursing facil it y or healt h facil it y.

(2)  Rental unit s in a nonprofit facil it y that has the pri mary purpose of p roviding short term 

treatm ent, assistanc e or t herapy fo r alcohol, drug  or other substance abuse.  S hort term 

treatm ent i s treatm ent m e ant t o last thirty or  fewer  days wher e housing is incidental to 

t he recove ry progr am and w here the  cli ent has bee n informed in writ ing of the  short 

term, temporary or tr ansit ional nature of the housing at i ts i ncepti on.

(3) Short term rental units as set forth in Article 4, Section 4.60 of the Cambridge Zoning 

Ordinance

S ec. 8.71.040 REQU IRE D  NOT ICE

At the inception of a tenancy and when a landlord o r for ec losi ng  owner serves th e tenant or 

form er homeow ners any noti ce to qui t or noti ce of le ase nonr en ewal or expi rati on, such 

l andlord or for eclosi ng o wner shall , at t he sam e ti me, also provide the ten ant or forme r 

homeowne r wit h a noti ce of b asic h ousing rights and resourc es, including a li st of 

organiz ati ons avail abl e to assist t enants and/or  former homeo wners with t heir contact 

i nform ati on on a form or fo rms prepar ed by the  Cit y of Cambridge which shall be att ach ed 

thereto.  Whe re a landlord o r for eclosi ng owner is e xe rcisi ng a  right of lease nonrenew al or 

expir ati on, the owner shall  give suc h a writ ten notice pr epar e d by  the City of Cambridge at 

l east t hirty days prior to commencin g any summary proc ess a cti on against  the tenant or forme r 

homeow ner. Such noti ce shall  be  provided in -hand or by b oth  certified mail  and first -class 

mail.

S ec. 8.71.050 NON- WA IVABIL ITY

The provisi ons of this Or dina nce may not be  waiv ed, and any te rm of any l ease, cont ract or 

oth er agreem ent which purport s to waive or li mi t a tena nt’s or former hom eowne r’s substantive 

or procedur al rights under t his ordinance is contr ary  to publ ic policy, unenfor ceable,  and void.

S ec. 8.71.060 P ARTIAL  INVAL ID ITY

If any provisi on of thi s o rdinance o r appli cati on t hereof is held t o be inv ali d or in conflict wit h



appli cable laws, this inva li dit y or conflict shall not affect ot her provisi ons o r appli cati ons of 

this ordinance whi ch can b e g iven eff ect wit hout t he inval id provisi ons or appli cati ons, and to 

t his end, the provisi ons and a ppli cati ons of this ordinance ar e sev erable.

S ec. 8.71.070 V IOLA T ION PENALTY

S ec. 8.71.070.1 Noncriminal Disposit ion.  Whoever violates any provisi o n of this chapter may 

b e penali zed by  a noncrimin al di sposi ti on as provided in G.L. c. 40, s. 21D.   F or purposes of 

this secti on, the Commi ssi oner of  Insp ecti onal S ervic es and his or her d esigne e shall  be the 

en forcing officer.   The pen alt y for  each viol ati on shall  not e xceed thr ee hundr ed dol lars.  Each 

d ay’s viol ati on shall  constit ute a separ ate violation.

S e c .  8 . 7 1 . 07 0 . 2    C r im i na l  P e n a l ty .  A n y  p e r s on  w h o  v i ol a t e s  a n y  p r o vi s io n s  o f  t hi s  c h a pt e r

m a y  b e  s u bj e c t  t o  a  fi n e  n o t  e x c e e d i n g  t h r e e  h u nd r e d  d o l l a r s ,  a nd  e a c h  d a y ' s  v i ol a t io n  s h a ll

c o n s t i tu t e  a  s e p a r a t e  o f f en s e .   F o r  p u r p o s e s  o f  t h is  s e c t i o n ,  t h e  C o m mi s si on e r  o f  

In s p e c t i o n a l S e r v i c e s  s h a ll  b e  t h e  e n fo r c i n g  o f f i c e r ,  e x c e p t  t ha t  t h e  C om mi s s io n e r  m ay  

d e l e g a t e  h i s e n f o r c i n g  a u t h o r it y  to  d e s i g n a t e d  In s p e c t i o n a l  S er v i c e s  E n f o r c e m e n t  O f f ic e r s .

S ec. 8.71.080 EFFECT IVE DATE .

This Ordinance sh all  be e ffecti ve 30 d ays aft er pas sage by the City C ouncil .

In City Council September 14, 2020.

Passed to be ordained as amended by a yea and nay vote:

Yeas 9; Nays 0; Present 0; Absent 0. 

Attest:- Anthony I. Wilson, City Clerk

A true copy;

       ATTEST:-      Anthony I. Wilson, City Clerk




